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ON THE MEND:  Please keep the following parishioners and others in your 
prayers for recovery from their illnesses and injuries:  Archbishop Daniel, 
Metropolitan Antony, Metropolitan Yurij, Archbishop Jovan, Metropolitan 
Savas, Father Paul & Pani Judy Stoll, Father Joseph Kopchak, Father Elias 
Warnke, Father George Yatsko, Father Paul Bigelow, Father Emilian Balan, 
Father John & Pani Mary Anne Nakonachny, Father Steve Repa, Archpriest 
Dionysi Vitali, Protodeacon Joseph Hotrovich, Father Paisius McGrath, 
Father Michael Smolynec, Father Lawrence Daniels, Father Joe & Protinica 
Linda Cervo, Igumen Patrick, Father Jim Orr, Father Rick Seilier, Panimatka 
Laryssa Charest, Father Vasyl Sendeha, Father George & Dobrodijka 
Oksana Bazylevsky, Father Angelo Artemas, Father John Haluszczak, Father 
Christopher Bender, Dr. Christina Nellis, Father Joshua [Anna], Father 
Justin (Todd) Mokhiber, Pani Cathy Danczak, Monk Andrew, Father Dan & 
Matushka Myra Kovalak, Pastor Terry & Lisa Polen, Chaplain Rachelle Zazzu 
& Genie Ford, Eva Malesnick, Nick Behun, Gary & Linda Mechtly, Evelyn 
Misko, Jeanne Boehing, Alex Drobot, Rachelle, Jane Golofski, Doug Diller, 
Harry Krewsun, Mary Alice Babcock, Dorie Kunkle, Mary Evelyn King, Sam 
Wadrose, Isabella Olivia Lindgren, Ethel Thomas, Donna, Erin, Michael 
Miller, Grace & Owen Ostrasky, Patti Sinecki, David Genshi, Sue Segeleon, 
Mike Gallagher, Liz Stumpf, Theodore Nixon, Michelle Corba Kapeluck, 
Margaret Vladimir, Luke Emmerling, Robert McKivitz, Liz Obradovich, 
Halyna Zelinska [Archbishop Daniel’s mother], Charlotte, Andrew Mark 
Olynyk, Deborah Finley, Claire Senita, Eleanor Kelly, Bryan, Nancy Barylak, 
Patrick Keenan, Khrystyna Chorniy, Anthony Cormier, Nathan Forbeck, 
Sarah Doyle, Samuel Peters, David Vallor, Henry Faraly, Julie Eiler, Dorothy 
Lednovich, Bob C., Allie—young girl with leukemia, Heather Kramer, Jane 
Wartinbee, Matthew—young man with cancer, Nicholas Orlando, Mary Ann 
Kuznik, Michael Pryhodzenko, Theresa Ditto, Mary Ann Musial, Yvonne 
Christy, Father Deacon Myron & Barbara Spak, Julia Duda, Lisa Pandle, Kris 
& Julie Hanczar, John Kennedy, Gaelle Kelly, Irma McDivitt, Robin Young, 
Mckayla, Rachel, Carl & Margaret Reed, Lydia Wilson, Robert Pointon, 
Walter Cecelia, John Persico, Jeff Miller, Mary Kernick, Glenn Miller, Jean 
Marie, Donna & Walter McCrackin, Gene Blair [Pani Gina’s dad], David 
Hoenshell, Barbara Macino, Shelley Hill, Linda Cawley, Gerald Cogley, Corey 
Guich, Robert Vangrin, Pauline Witkowsky, Sera White, Deborah Smith, 



Nancy & Eric Dunik, Julian Strozh [young lady with cerebral palsy], Patricia 
Corey, Michelle, Katie Swarm, Michelle, Patrick, Linda Morris, Chris, David 
Hiles, Jennifer, Cher Mount, Jim Wandling, Gail, Sirena Sharp, Ron 
Paulovich, Sandi Anderson, Lina, Shirley, Denny Mader, Ella Campbell, Bill 
Janiro, Jean Symanko-Andy’s sister, William Lemonakis, Alma Wyke, 
Lindsay Romanczak & family, Susan Lucas, Neil Carter & family, James 
Paluh, Mickie Weikel, Evelyn Krempasky, Tammy Strunk, Loida Esbry, 
Darlene Chicka Deskins, Drew, Alice & Keith Philipa, Mira Filipović, Lynn, 
Jacqueline, Sharon, Zan Cheng, Kristy, Brandon, Anna Tranchine, Demetra, 
Blase Urban, Catherine Hogel & children, Jennifer & Dylan, Lydia Wilson, 
Flora Tomlin, Howell Swarm, Jane Bielewicz Allred, Katie Elizabeth, Mileva, 
& Michael, Deirdré Straughan, Terri Paluh, Lori & Steve Lucier, Kyranna 
Cherpas, Pastor Bruce Nordeen, Heather Ried, Carla Perry, Linda Elliot, 
Dennis McDaniel, Luke Tinsley, Brent, Tricia, Katherine Gorman, Pamela 
Jaquette, Sherri Walewski, Marika Zeliszczuk, Donna Davis, Jackie 
Crimbchin, Margie Sekelsky, Fran Fulton, Bill Vizza, Jamie Swarm, Kathy 
Flaherty, Tori Reade-Henry’s niece, Derick-Glen Burlack’s neighbor, Michael, 
Nichole & Christopher, Ben Douglas, Dianne Donahue, Zachary, Natasha, 
Noah Willard, Gregory Cervo, Lisa Bruce, Kathy Cvetkovich, Judy, Will, 
Emma, Ginny, Ye-Jin, Maria, John & JoAnn, Ralph & Beverly Stoker, Noah 
Willard, Nikola, Natalie, Nikola, & Nevenka Jovonovich, Julia Collier, Amy 
Kemerer, Thomas Smith, Tracy Slaugenhaupt, Louis Berceli, Tom Nolan, 
Silvia Martin, Dena & George, Georgia, Lawanda [Evelyn’s niece], Maureen 
Sams, John Kendall, Darcy, Nancy, Ian Brick, Cecilia Barnhart, Logan 
Magorien, Pam & Gordon Grant, Debbie & Jerry Novosel, Noah Willard, 
Sandra Dillard, Danielle McCann, Barry [Father Jim Orr’s cousin], Tim Joyce, 
Stephen Popichak—Fr. Bob’s brother, Brianna Stumpf, Stanley Porembka, 
David & Terry Coyne Hartnett, Mike C., Jennifer Scheirer [Nick Behun’s 
daughter], Catherine Beecham [Father Bob’s cousin], JoAnne & Dave 
Andrews, Rev. Peg Bowman, Pat & Jan Jennings, Mike Ruzzi, Mary Kay 
Ludovicy, George Dilendorf, Sharon Torick, Carol Behun, Erv Frye, William 
Lusherand, Colin Kirton—Stage 4 pancreatic cancer, Clifford, Paul Riley, 
Tonee & Sydnee Turner, Annette Paluh, Theresa Paluh, Cathy Lotinsky, Jeff 
& Buschra Kerr, Margaret Sekelsky, Robert Sekelsky, Robert Rodriguez, Rita 
& Joe Mrvos, Alexandra & Bowen, Katherine Kulik, Eleanor Kitt, Maria 
Warholak, Christy, Mariruth, Judy Previc, Ben Williams, Tim—surgery, 
Olivia—girl with a brain tumor, Rick & Sharon Morgan, John Stasko, John, 
Kris, & Kait, Wendy LaGamba, Melissa Gross [hip replacement], Amy 
Forbeck, David Salazar, Dr. Paul Riley, David Hess, Serena, Wyatt, 
Makenzie, Jennifer, Alexandra Roberts, Candace, Dave, Jared, & Beth Irvin, 
Carol Muschick, Grace Love [knee replacement], Joseph Paul Cervo, Jr., 
Elizabeth, Susan & Greg Heinen & Jenette Wittik, Paul Simpson [Father 



Bob’s cousin], Sharon Curtis Rivas, Kathy Milcic, Lisa Bolan, David G. 
[cancer], Donna [dementia] & Darla, Adam Snow, the McKenna family, 
David Gazella, Brian & Michele Cannone, the Rodrigues family, Michael 
Welsh, Nick Solominsky, Samantha & Lisa Houser, Sarah Stepanovich Clark, 
Julia Baloga, Brett Crosby, Randy Lapuh, Henry Tkacik, Diane & Arthur 
Chaklis, Denny Mader, Zoe Oswalt—Fr. Bob’s cousin, Barbette [cancer] & 
Scott, Kristin [cancer], Erm Hartmann, Barbara Bookser, Bob Mazzuca , 
Marko, Taylor, Terri Crosby-Vega, Christine Mohamed & family, Tammy 
Marsico, Terry & David Hartnett, Jamie Ball, Kay Williams, Hannah Stewart, 
Jim Wyko—Alex’s friend, Dan Losego, Lisa Bruce, Yvette, Barry Bender, 
Andrew Zelleznick, Byron & Cecilia Scott, Vespina, Michelle Russo, Julie 
Tripodi, Debbie—HTUCC, Barbara Morvay, David Salsar, N&O, Randy & 
Adrienne Kuny, Vince Berardinelli, Mason Martin [Karns City HS QB] & 
family, Martin Mrvos, Jeff McCoy, Lauren & Sloane Valentina Persico, Alexis 
& Colton Rosati, Jessica Shirley, Mark [kidney cancer], Steve Milcic, Wilbert 
Wagner, Bob Wojciechowski, Ashley, Beth, Sharon Svitek, Laura, 
Christopher, & Jane Dickson, Luke D, Diane Murphy, Kristin Vaughn [Harry’s 
daughter], George Petronsky, Doug & Darcie Burkholder, Michael, Jeane, 
and Katie Byerly, McGrath, Samantha Lopez, Bob [cancer], Syble Elliott, 
Maria Ancevski, Krystyna, John, & Jeffrey, Dottie & family, Bonny Diver & 
Ashley Smock, Steve, Jill Morocco, Mike Pelino, Maddie Stewart, Hutchinson 
Family, David Urban, Vicky Moore, Casi [cancer], Ashley & Andy, Marion 
Mamula, Dominic [cancer], Diane Hughes, Jenny Case, Mary & Carl 
Stepanovich, Susie Fierst, Edward Poturich, Jeff, Chris, & Mills family, Kate 
Rapina & Mother Oksana, Sarah’s son, Rachel, Alex, & little Charlie, Steve & 
Vonnie Gerson, Eva, Pamela & Doug, Nora, Mike & Jane, Mary Ann [Stage 4 
cancer] & Lisa, Barbara Gardner & Mark Egleton, Donna Karas & Ross 
Rawe, Susan [cancer], Rose Marie, Tim Pruss, Donna & Laura Kloock, Tom 
Katona, Chris & Elisa Astorino, Dale & Nancy Burns, Cathy Metrick [Fr. 
Bob’s cousin], Brianna [cancer] & Amanda, Jim Lea [knee replacement], 
and Lauren, Dan, & Daphne Iona…  We pray that God will grant them all a 
complete and speedy recovery. 
 

We must endeavor not to do battle with the Spirit, Who is our 

Helper and Comforter in prayer.  We do battle with Him when we 

defile His dwelling-place, our body, with lustful passions; and we do 

battle with Him when we muffle His divine voice with our paltry 
words.  Bishop Irenei Steenberg, The Beginnings of a Life of Prayer 
p.82  

 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ…  There is NOTHING to keep us 

from praying…for each other, for our family and friends, and most 



of all for the first responders—EMTs, nurses, doctors, firefighters, 

police officers, and members of our military who keep us safe.  Be 
well and be SAFE!!!  God Bless! 

 

Please remember ALL American service men and women in your 

prayers.  May God watch over them and ALL service men and 
women—and bring them all home safely! 

 

REMEMBER—PRAYERS ARE ALWAYS FREE! 
 

Communion Fasting:  nothing to eat or drink after midnight, EXCEPT in cases 

where your doctor tells you to eat or drink something for medical reasons:  

medication, diabetes, etc.  If you have a question, please ask Father 
Bob. 

 

AT ANY TIME—if there is an emergency, if you have questions, or if 

you just need to talk, please CALL FATHER BOB at [412] 956-6626. 
  

SERVICES IN SLICKVILLE 

 

SUNDAY, February 15  *****NO SERVICE IN SLICKVILLE***** 
MEATFARE SUNDAY; SUNDAY OF THE LAST JUDGMENT; THE MEETING OF THE 

LORD 
Tone 3 

1 Corinthians 8:8-9:2; Hebrews 7:7-17 
Matthew 25:31-46; Luke 2:22-40 

 
SUNDAY, February 22 OBEDNITZA—SAINT JOHN CHRYSOSTOM—UPSTAIRS 10:30 AM 

CHEESEFARE SUNDAY; FORGIVENESS SUNDAY; EXPULSION OF ADAM FROM 
PARADISE; MARTYR NICEPHORUS OF ANTIOCH; HIEROMARTYRS 

MARCELLUS-BISHOP OF SICILY, PHILAGRIUS-BISHOP OF CYPRUS, & 
PANCRATIUS-BISHOP OF TAOMINA- DISCIPLES OF APOSTLE PETER; 

VENERABLE PANCRATIUS-HIEROMONK OF PERCHEVSKY LAVRA 
Tone 4 

Romans 13:11-14:4 
Matthew 6:14-21 

*****MONDAY, FEBRUARY 23—GREAT LENT BEGINS!***** 
 

SUNDAY, March 01  *****NO SERVICE IN SLICKVILLE***** 

1ST SUNDAY OF GREAT LENT; SUNDAY OF ORTHODOXY; MARTYRS PHAMPHIUS-
PRESBYTER, VALENS-DEACON, PAUL, SELEUCUS, PORPHYRIUS, JULIAN, 

THEODULUS, ELIAS, JEREMIAH, ISAIAH, SAMUEL, & DANEIL AT CAESAREA 
IN PALESTINE 

Tone 3 



Hebrews 11:24-26, 32-12:2 
John 1:43-51 

*****Sunday of Orthodoxy—All Saints GO Church, Canonsburg—4:00 PM***** 

 

BULLETIN INSERT FOR 15 FEBRUARY 2026 
MEATFARE SUNDAY; SUNDAY OF THE LAST JUDGMENT; THE 

MEETING OF THE LORD 

*****NO SERVICE IN SLICKVILLE***** 
 

Troparion of the Meeting—Tone 1 
Rejoice, thou who art full of grace, 

Mother of God and Virgin,/ for from thee arose the Sun of Righteousness, 

Christ our God, 

to give light to those in darkness. 

Rejoice thou also, righteous Elder, who didst take in thine arms the 
Redeemer of our souls, 

Who also gives us the grace of resurrection. 

  
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit… 

 
KONTAKION—MEATFARE SUNDAY—TONE 1 

When Thou, O God, shalt come to earth with glory 

All things shall tremble and the river of fire shall flow before Thy Judgment 

Seat; 
The Books shall be opened and the hidden things disclosed; 

Then deliver me from the unquenchable fire 

And make me worthy to stand at Thy right hand 

O Righteous Judge. 

 
Now and ever, and unto ages of ages.  Amen! 

 

Kontakion of the Meeting—Tone 1 

Thou Who didst sanctify the Virgin's womb by Thy birth 

and bless Symeon's hands as was fitting 
hast now come to us and saved us, O Christ our God. 

But grant peace in the midst of wars to Thy community, 

and strengthen the Church which Thou hast loved, 

O only Lover of mankind. 

 
PROKEIMENON—TONE 3 



READER:  Sing praises to our God, sing praises!  Sing praises to our King, 

sing praises! 
PEOPLE:  Sing praises to our God, sing praises!  Sing praises to our 

King, sing praises! 

READER:  Clap your hands, all peoples!  Shout to God with loud songs of 

joy! 

PEOPLE:  Sing praises to our God, sing praises!  Sing praises to our 
King, sing praises! 

READER:  Sing praises to our God, sing praises! 

PEOPLE:  Sing praises to our King, sing praises! 

 
ALLELUIA VERSES—TONE 3 

In Thee, O Lord, have I hoped; let me never be put to shame! 

 

Be Thou a God of protection for me, a house of refuge, in order to save me! 

 

“The secret of loving a person begins at the moment when we look at 

him without the desire to possess him, without the desire to rule over him, 
without the wish to use his gifts or his personality in any way, - we only 

look and marvel at the beauty that is revealed to us.  When I come face to 

face with a person I see with the eyes of love, then I become connected to 

that person, we have something in common, a common life.  Human 

perception takes place at a depth that is beyond words, beyond emotions.  
A believer would say:  When I see a person in this light, in the light of pure 

love, then I see the image of God in him, an icon." 

Metropolitan Anthony of Surozhsky 

 
 

Sister Vassa [Larin]: 

WHY IS THIS WEDNESDAY & FRIDAY FAST-FREE? 

(Wednesday, February 4) 



This week after the Sunday of the Publican & Pharisee, Orthodox 

Christians don’t fast the usual fast of Wednesday and Friday.  The reason 
for this is commonly presumed to be our humbling ourselves, so as not to 

be like the Pharisee in the parable (Lk 18:9-14), who boasted in his prayer, 

saying, “God, I thank you that I am not like other people..., I fast two times 

a week...” (which meant on Mondays and Thursdays).  But the reason given 

in the Slavonic Typikon, the book that governs the order of liturgical 
services and fasting-rules of the church year, is not that.  We don’t fast this 

week, says the Typikon, because there are heterodox or ‘other-minded 

people’ who fast this week (в сей седмице иномудрствующии содержат 

пост).  So, we don’t fast, “disrupting their commandment of such a heresy” 
(развращающе онех веление толикия ереси).  The ‘heretical’ fast to which 

the Typikon refers is the three-day ‘Fast of the Ninevites,’ commemorating 

the repentance of Nineveh and Jonah’s three days in the belly of the fish, 

observed three weeks before Great Lent in several Oriental Orthodox 

church-traditions. 
The commonly-presumed reason for not fasting this week (to be *not 

like* the Pharisee) and the Typikon’s reason (to be *not like* the 

heterodox), are similar in the sense that, in both cases, our not-fasting is 

an identity-building sort of exercise.  ‘We’ affirm, by keeping a different 

fasting-schedule from ‘them,’ that ‘we’ are not ‘them.’  One might feel, in 
our age of embracing multiculturalism and in light of ecumenical dialog with 

Oriental Orthodox churches, that fasting or not fasting as a demonstration 

of being different from ‘them’ or even demeaning ‘their’ traditions (as the 

Typikon explicitly does) is, to say the least, distasteful.  To say more, it 

might make us like the Pharisee, who boasted, “I am not like other people.” 
But here’s the thing about fasting-traditions or food-related traditions 

in general:  Whether we look at biblical prohibitions of certain foods in 

Judaism, or Ramadan in Islam, or the Ash Wednesday fast in Western 

Christian churches, or the central sacrament of Christians of eating and 
drinking of the Body and Blood of Christ, or even the tradition of eating 

turkey on Thanksgiving in the U.S., all these traditions have always had 

identity-building functions, reminding the people who adhere to them of 

who ‘they’ are.  In Christian tradition, the first mention of the Wednesday 

and Friday fast that we find in the late-first-century ‘Didache’ explicitly says 
that ‘we’ fast on Wednesday and Friday, so as not to fast on Monday and 

Thursday as one did in Judaism:  “let not your fasts be with the hypocrites,” 

is the super not-pc way the Didache puts it, “for they fast on Monday and 

Thursday.” 

Having said all that, today I don’t think we are bothered by the fact 
that this year, the first day of Ramadan will coincide with Ash Wednesday 

(February 18), the first day of Lent for Western Christians.  And, although 



most Orthodox churches will begin Lent on the following Monday, our 

fasting period will overlap with the fasting period both of the Muslims and of 
not-Orthodox Christians, which also doesn’t bother anyone, including the 

Typikon.  This tells us that the principle of not fasting with ‘the others’ has 

not been consistently upheld throughout the development of our 

tradition(s), even while we have quite different fasting-rules among our 

different church-cultures. 
Conclusions: 

1. Our resolve either to avoid or demean ‘other’ traditions as far as 

coinciding with their fasting-periods go has weakened, by our time; but 

2. The identity-building function of our fasts (and feasts) has not gone 
anywhere, which I don’t think is a bad thing in our age of ‘fluidity,’ aside 

from the bigoted rationale of the Typikon and Didache as quoted above.  

We fast or don’t fast communally, not because we are better or worse than 

‘others,’ but according to the traditions of our own culture or church-

community.  It reminds us of who ‘we’ are, warts and all, in community. 

 
 

Father Deacon Sergei Kapral: 

“What we’re looking at, then, is not a European church artifact later claimed 

by Africa, but a hymn born in Africa itself, shaped by African Christians, and 
carried by African bodies long before Christianity became culturally centered 

in Europe.” 

Damon Richardson 



 
The Oxyrhynchus Hymn is the oldest surviving Christian hymn with 

both lyrics and musical notation, dating to the late third century (around 

250 AD).  It was discovered in 1918 on a garbage dump in Oxyrhynchus, 
Egypt, among thousands of papyri that included Christian arrest warrants 

and records of churches being shut down, clear evidence that this hymn 

was written and sung during a time of persecution.  And yet, its theology is 

an incredible example of bold and public theological resistance. 

The “O” hymn clearly names and praises the Trinity nearly 75 years 
before the Council of Nicaea, which again defies the notion that the Trinity 

is a Nicene development rather than early Christian orthodoxy.  This places 

advanced Christian theology not in a later European context, but in an early 

African one. 

Scholars are quick to point out the hymn’s Greek language and meter, 
but that focus often misses its African nature.  The Oxyrhynchus Hymn feels 

African not because of the words or written music, but because of how it 

assumes worship actually happens:  people singing together, breathing 

together, with different voices joining in as part of a group, rhythm carrying 
theology through the body.  This is music as communal devotion, not 

performance for spectators.  Its call-and-response sensibility, its 

understanding of praise as something enacted, and its fusion of sound and 

worship reflect long-standing African ritual traditions, especially in the Nile 

Valley, where spirituality, movement, and music were never separated. 
In that way, the hymn sits comfortably within its African context 

alongside Ethiopian chant, Yoruba praise traditions, and later even African 

American sacred music forms which in a similar way borrows European 

language musical elements such as hymn structures and harmony but 

remain rooted in Central and West African communal framework and 
meaning-making.  What we’re looking at, then, is not a European church 

artifact later claimed by Africa, but a hymn born in Africa itself, shaped by 



African Christians, and carried by African bodies long before Christianity 

became culturally centered in Europe. 
Let the world be silent, 

Let the luminous stars not shine, 

Let the winds and all the noisy rivers die down; 

And as we hymn the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, Let all the 

powers add "Amen, Amen!" 
Empire, praise always, 

And glory to God, 

The sole giver of good things, 
Amen, Amen. 

 

 

 
 

The Sunday of the Prodigal Son   Luke 15:11-32 

And he said, A certain man had two sons:  And the younger of them 

said to his father, Father, give me the portion of goods that falleth to me. 

And he divided unto them his living.  And not many days after the younger 

son gathered all together, and took his journey into a far country, and there 
wasted his substance with riotous living.  And when he had spent all, there 

arose a mighty famine in that land; and he began to be in want.  And he 

went and joined himself to a citizen of that country; and he sent him into 

his fields to feed swine.  And he would fain have filled his belly with the 

husks that the swine did eat:  and no man gave unto him.  And when he 
came to himself, he said, How many hired servants of my father's have 

bread enough and to spare, and I perish with hunger!  I will arise and go to 

my father, and will say unto him, Father, I have sinned against heaven, and 

before thee, And am no more worthy to be called thy son:  make me as one 



of thy hired servants. And he arose, and came to his father.  But when he 

was yet a great way off, his father saw him, and had compassion, and ran, 
and fell on his neck, and kissed him.  And the son said unto him, Father, I 

have sinned against heaven, and in thy sight, and am no more worthy to be 

called thy son.  But the father said to his servants, Bring forth the best 

robe, and put it on him; and put a ring on his hand, and shoes on his feet:  
And bring hither the fatted calf, and kill it; and let us eat, and be merry:  
For this my son was dead, and is alive again; he was lost, and is found.  
And they began to be merry.  Now his elder son was in the field:  and as he 

came and drew nigh to the house, he heard music and dancing.  And he 

called one of the servants, and asked what these things meant.  And he 
said unto him, Thy brother is come; and thy father hath killed the fatted 

calf, because he hath received him safe and sound.  And he was angry, and 

would not go in: therefore came his father out, and intreated him.  And he 

answering said to his father, Lo, these many years do I serve thee, neither 

transgressed I at any time thy commandment:  and yet thou never gavest 
me a kid, that I might make merry with my friends:  But as soon as this thy 

son was come, which hath devoured thy living with harlots, thou hast killed 

for him the fatted calf.  And he said unto him, Son, thou art ever with me, 

and all that I have is thine.  It was meet that we should make merry, and 

be glad: for this thy brother was dead, and is alive again; and was lost, and 
is found.( KJV) 

The Gospel verifies God’s welcoming love and joy for those choosing to 

draw near.  We all waste a certain amount of what God has given us in our 

lives. God welcomes our return to His embrace to begin anew. 

The Church proclaims this Gospel as preparation for the coming Great 
Lent and journey to Pascha.  Repentance is an important theme in the 

Gospel today.  Repentance is necessary for Christians throughout life. 

The younger son squandered the wealth given to him by his father.  
God gives each person life, talents, and treasures.  Life, talents, and 
treasures are to be used for God’s glory and in God-pleasing ways. 

We are in some ways like the younger son.  We have not always made 

the best use of our lives, talents, and treasures.  The Gospel encourages 

believers to draw near to God’s welcoming embrace and begin life anew. 

God is waiting and welcoming each person choosing to repent of sinful 
ways.  God is present in the Church to guide and nourish each person along 

the narrow path to the Kingdom and eternal life. 
God is joyful when believers put their erroneous ways behind.  God 

welcomes all seeking to begin life anew.  The father in the Gospel 

celebrated when his younger son returned home.  The son was considered 
alive again. 



The older brother did not initially share in the joy of his younger 

brother’s return.  Healthy parishes imitate the loving father when welcoming 
a person entering the church seeking love and a new beginning in life. 

Every person is a sinner and has certain failings in life.  The Church is 

where to address personal failings.  The Church is where to start life anew. 

The Divine services are where to experience God’s love. 
The father did not hold it against his younger son for squandering his 

inheritance.  The father rejoiced in the younger son’s intention to return 

home.  Joy arose in the father when he saw his returning son. 
Each parishioner does well by imitating the love of the father in the 

current Gospel.  Parents with wayward sons or daughters can learn from the 
father in the current Gospel. 

Jesus Christ preached about and exemplified love.  Prodigal sons and 

daughters benefit when returning home to loving and welcoming parents.  
Loving parents make a difference when wayward sons and daughters 

return. 
Christian love is shown best by actions.  Christian love is expressed in 

healthy attitudes shown toward each person entering the parish church.  
Christian love is manifested by reaching out to suffering neighbors. 

The father in the Gospel today was delighted with his younger son’s 

return.  The father took action to draw near to the returning son.  Believers 
in church taking action to repent will feel the Lord’s genuine embrace. 

Today is the time for serious personal reflection.  Now is the time to 

acknowledge life and the use of talents and treasures will improve by 

drawing closer to God. 

The Church teaches and shows the way to the Heavenly Kingdom.  
Love and joy await each person choosing to repent and return to the way of 

Jesus Christ.  The Prodigal Son’s return is proof of God’s love and joy.  

The Sunday of the Prodigal Son.  Venerable Father Xenophont and 
Mary and Their Sons.  January 26/February 8, 2026.  Father Rodney Torbic 

 

Experience shows that in the hour of prayer, we must not listen 

even to good thoughts because if we do, other ideas will occur…  
Hieromonk Damascene (Christensen), Christ the Eternal Tao p.373  

 

UPCOMING SERVICES SCHEDULE 

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 15 NO SERVICE 

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 22 OBEDNITZA UPSTAIRS  
***MONDAY, FEBRUARY 23 GREAT LENT BEGINS*** 

SUNDAY, MARCH 01 NO SERVICE 



SUNDAY, MARCH 09 OBEDNITZA UPSTAIRS 

SUNDAY, MARCH 16 NO SERVICE 

SUNDAY, MARCH 23 OBEDNITZA UPSTAIRS 

SUNDAY, MARCH 30 NO SERVICE 

SUNDAY, APRIL 05, PALM SUNDAY 

OBEDNITZA UPSTAIRS 

*****SUNDAY, APRIL 12 PASCHA!!!***** 
SUNDAY, APRIL 19 OBEDNITZA UPSTAIRS 

SUNDAY, APRIL 26 NO SERVICE 

SUNDAY, MAY 03 OBEDNITZA UPSTAIRS 


